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; “wéare'tald, in oriler to.induce us
i take n stepsd’ fatal, tht all other States
i of the Union have atdopted the general licl!.-
‘et for tho appointment of electors. It .is
rue that such is the cilsc; but 1t ia equally

.thatits’ adoption was not the result of

3

: ‘unbiagged and deliberate preference. It

“wag 'not so originally.,  Lhave not'at -hand
e means of ascertaining the mode ndop-
ted at first by the several States, but unless

'L greatly mistake, I do not err in asserting

that the great majority appointed their,

“electors, cither by Districts or their Legis-
falufes; anu rew indent by general ticket.
- That all “since, ‘except 'this State, have

adopled it," is ‘autributable, partly, to the
violent,party struggles, growing out ef tlie
Presidential election and parily to that
tendency of all popular governments to
concentrate power in the hands of the mere
« numerical: majorily as already explained.’
In these struggles, one state after another,
of those that aduopted the district system,
resorted, in their eager desire for vietory,
to the general tickel, in" arder to congen-
itrate their power; while.the states, which,
at first,” sppointed by their Legistitures
‘gradually yielded to the tendency towards
the numorical mnjority. That this state
has been able to résist successfully the
operation of such powerful cayses is attri-

. butable to the superiority of her Constitu

tion. . Long may it.enable her to continue
her successful resistance, aml, instead of
following the evil example of others, may
it be her patriotism and pride to be an ex-
ample to them, even if it should remain, 1o
be as it now is, a solitary one.

With ‘these weighty and to my mind
overwhelming rensons ngainst the adoption
of the general ticket, I woull here close
the discussion, as far as regards it, ad'being
wholly out of .the question, were it not fur
the deop conviction I have, as to the dis-
aslrous congsequences.to the state, which
would follow, shauld” it be unfortunately
adopted. Under its influence, [ feel it tn
bea duty, in replying 1o y our note, to omnit
no material reason against it.  There still
remains one such, with which I shall close
this portion of the discussion of the sub.
jeet. (&

Those who support a general ticket
geem to me. willh ull duo dafersnca. tn reat
its adoption on a series of unfounded as-
sumptions, ‘They assume, in‘the first place,
that the federal Constitution vests.ihe ap-
npointment of electorsin - e people. Buw
such is not the faet. On the contrary, it
expressly provides, that each stateshall ap-
point its electors, with no other rastrie-
tions, except that the manner shall be as
directed by its Legislature, and that no
Senator, or Representative, or person hold-
ing an, office of trust, or profit under the
United States shall be an elector. [t is,
then. clear, the assumption, that the feder-
al Constitution gives the appointnent o
the people, rests on another assumption
that the people are the state. ltis indesd:
true sthey are, regarded in their organic
character, as constituting a body politic.
In thut'sense, the people are the stute, and
the state the people, but no other. It is
not, however, in that sense, that the advo-
cates of the general ticket use it. On the
contrary, they evidently apply it to the
people,.in their unorganized character
asmere individuals,—a sense, in which the
people are never called tho state, nor the
state the people. “ I say evidently, because
the effect of adopting it would be, 1o give
the appointment to a mere majority, re-
garded as so many individuals, without the
slightest reference to the peculiur politi-
cal arganization of oyr slale, or ‘even an
attempt to adjust the power ol appointing
the electors, so as to confurm to it.  But

" the- assumption, that the people are the
stale‘in that sense, is as unfounded, us the
first on which it rests, (hat the Constitu-
tion gives the appointment to them. But
even this unfounded “assumption resis on
another equally so; that the nhmerical
majority is the people, und on thut resis
the eanclusion, - thut the ndoption of the
genoral ticket; which“would give the pow-
erto it would be the same as giving it to
the fisoples “And this brings us to the final
and radical. nssumption; which lies ap the
bottom of the whole series; thot the ma.
jority lias thé unatural, inherent and inde-
feasible right of governing,—an assump-
tion not only utteily unfounded, but of the
most dangerous charaeter, ond in direct
conflict with the Constitution of this sinte
and'thatiof the Unjon.  All natural rights
are ‘the rights of individuals, and belong
fo them na such. ‘Fhey apperinin neither
to majoriiies, nor minorities,  On the eon.
srary, ull politienl rights aze eonvemional,
Nettlier mujorities, nor minorities enn right-
fully vxereise any such, but by compaet
or. agreemont, expressed or implied.—
Bome ol the states of the Uuion, it would
saoth, have based their Constitutions on the
assumplion, that:the meredimnerical ma-
jovity, has the right to govern, +In such iy
waulil; indeed, be the stute by implication,
wni) the adoption: of the geueral ticket by
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e Botting, then, asiile the "general ticket,
forithese . umerons and=insurmountable)
objectitng, ab utierly inndmiseible; no oth-

‘er nliernaliva is Jefi, hut to retain the o8-
.ent mode of appointment, or sdopt¥ihe

‘District'systom,: by dividing the stute into
a number of Districts equul to the number
1of its-electors, und allot the appijntment
ofsone to_each,  If it should be thought
preféfable. to give 'the: appoinunent di-

mediate ageiicy, then, the latter should: be
adopted; us the only way by wlilélifit ean

strict justice to the two greal divisions pf
the state, and with@ut the hazard of des.
troyingior disturbing the compromise be-
tween them. ' 'The stronpest abjection to
it is, thut it ‘might diminish the ‘relative
weightof the state in the Presidentinl
relection; by*expnsing its vote to the hazard
of a divisian, <Itis certainly desiruble to
avoid that, so long ag'the ather states shall
cantinue to concentrate theirs by a gencral
‘ticket:  But, I must say, even setting this
fbbjection asile, thutl cansee no ndeqaate
reason for chunging the present mode—
Under our well constructed anid just Can-
‘stitution,"the Legislature may, with strict
regard 1o truth, be said to be the true‘re-
presentative of the state. It has héreto-
fore proved to be 8o, in the appointment of
clectore, In noinstance hasitdeceived or
betroyed the stnte in reference to it,

" Noram I aware of any formidable ob-
jection agninst continuing  the preseni
moile, growing out of the late netof Con-
gress, which inny not be met by an amead-
ment of oor state Constitution, fixing an
early day for the meeting of the Legisha-
ture every fourth year, so that it may Le
in session Lo comply with its provisions,
and in having a call session fur that pur-
pose, until the smendment enn be mude.—
But whether that should be done, or ihe
District sysiem adopted, notwithstanling
the huzard of dividing the vote of the
state, ure questions 1o be decided, not so
much by reference to princinle, as consid.
erytions cof expediency "in reference 1o
which the Legisluture is the most compe.
tent tatilecide,

But it is urgeil, that a change must he
made, because the Legisluture has no right
10 appoint the elécturs.  To this it may be
fairly answered, that the objection comes
too late. The federal government has
Leen in aperation more than half a centu-
rv, during which time, there huve beon fif
peen Presidentivl elections. at ench of which
one or mare slates have uppointed their
electors by the ‘Legislature; and in net
single instance have the twuo houses of
Congress, in counting the votes, objected
tn receive the'vote of a state, because it
was cast by electorsappointed by its Leg-
islature.

But waiving this answer, [ cannot per-

reeive any solid ground for the objection.—

The federal constitution expressly vests
the power of appointing the electors in
the states; that is, as has been shown, in
the’penple in their organized character as
canstituting a budy politic, and the power
of directing the manner of aj pointing in
their Legislatures, without qualification.
It is left to their diseretion to decide,
whether it shall be done directly by the
people of thestate or indirectly through
intermediate agents, provided the manner
directed, shall be such as 1o be fairly the
actof the state; thut is, of the people in
the character above stated. The more
perfectly and [ully it wounld be theirs in
that character, the more perfectly und ful.
ly would the intention of the Constitution
be complied with, whether dune through
the direct voie of the people, or uny inter-
mediate agency, including the Legislature,
But it is certnin, that with us. whatever
may be the cusein other states, no other
agency could be constituted or any other
maode of appointment ndopted, that would

.more perfectly and fully represent the

state, or mnke the appeoiniment more truly.
its act, than that by its Legislature,

1 have now complied with yourrequest,
with as much brevity as possible consider-
ing the importunce and, complex character
ot the question involved. 1 have, indeed,
experienced no inconsiderable diffieunlty,
in discussing some of the points, to express
mysell with sutlicient elearness to be well
understood, without going into a diseus-
sion of soma of the fundamental princi.
ples of politienl science, if it .may be so
culled, anili thereby, increasing unreason.
ably the length of my answer to your re
quest., - As it is, [ fear, in atlempting 1o
avoid prolixity, I have not sufficiently ex-
plained my meuning, con suvine of the
puints, to esenpe vbseurity.

In eonelusion permit ma to say, it whai
Lhnve written should shed an sdditional
ray of light oo the pature and character of
our excellent state Constitution, orcontri-
bute in noy degree, to guard against the
atdoption of any mensure calealated 1o jm-
pairgor wenken 11, § shall feel myself nm-
ply¢impensated for the time and reflee
tian I have bestowed on this communica.
tian,. J. C. CALIIOUN.

Messrs, James L. Orr, William Sloan,

A, Bvins, wd F. W, Symmes,
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himself. Ho is opposed to,
the manner of eleciing the Electora of the Pre ident
‘and Vice Presilent, ' The Opinion.la worthy
careful perusal, aa it is marked by the uspalia
of ifs distinguished author.. , ~ ¥y -~

THE MESSAGE,

‘We hare received from the Hon,

ter and atyle.  Reference ia made to' the connexinn
by railroad of some of/th Districis enat of the. Vn-

acter of some of tlie. funds arising from!the surplus:
revente of the Stalo isrecommended. The certain:
ty ol “punishment on eonviction renders the: Gover-
nor's recommendation of n Peni_lehéln_ry worthy. of;
consideration and’ action; for the céftainty of pun-

severity, Thu realgnation; of the Hon. Gronge
McDurris is noviced in terms which do honor ta the
head and heart which dictated them,!and which la-
ment equally with the Siate the retirement ol tlils
distingruished patriot and ndvocateof free trade. In
fine, the Message is characterized throughout by
that sterling go ul sense, which so emincnily:ind.ks
our present Chivf Magistrate, and by the sufficiency
and compactness with whith its views are prescated.

ACCIDENT, \

On Fridny moraing, the 27th ult., the mail stnge,
as it was leaving this place, was npsct. Fortunately;
there was only one passenger, Mr. Basit. MavaasT,;
of this place, who was riding on the box. Mr, M,
in endeavoring to jump from’the stage, wos thiown
on his left 'eg which was sexerely sprained.  'His
numeroud friends hoth here and clsewhere, il be
glad to leara that e is gradually, though slowly, re
covering from the eflects of the accident. !

COTTON.

The transactiang in thid staple amounted, in the
Charleaton market, at the close of the week ending
Friday, Nov. 27, to receipis of 12,981 bales and ‘sales
of 10,581 hales. The prices were s follaws: mid-
dling to middling fair, 8'3 4 tg' 9 1-8; fuir 10! mily
fair, 0 1-4 to 9 3-8 'gond fuir to fine, 9 1-2 109 3.4
cents per pounth.  Tho price of ¢otion scems to have
becn wavering for the’two previous weeks in the
markel to which ouor staple produce goes, and we
inuch doubt any material advanco aoove the present
prices. | '

»

SUMTER VOLUNTEERS., = -

On Saturday the*28th ult., o parade of “The
Sumters,” n company organized in this District on
the Gth of June last, nader the twelve months re-
quisition of the government, was held for the purpose
of ascertaining. how many cf these who voluntcercd
under the previous arganization were able o vncol
themselves under the new enlistinent reguited by the
Government for the whole period of the Mexicun
war. We arc informed that upwards of 35 o1 40
came forward and complied with the new ierms, An
opportunity is now afforded to the young and able-
bodied wen of the District 1o enrol 'for the eontin-
uance of the war, and to uphold tae high charaele
which Sumter has long held and claimed for deve-
tion 1o the State and the common country.

LEGISLATURE OF 5. CAROLINA.

This body convened an 23rd ult., amil
proceeded 10 organize,. In ihe Senate,
Hon, 1. D. Witherspoon of York, wus
called to the Chair, when that hody pro-
ceeded 1o elect its oflicers.  ‘The Hon,
Angus Patterson-Was re-clected Prosident;
W, E. Martin, Clerk; John . Goodwyn,
Reading Clerk; J. B. Fulton, Door Keep-
er; J. D. Gaillurd, Messenger.

The Senate having next sent a message
to the House stating that it was ready for
business, adjourned, 1o meet ut 12 o'cluck
Tuesilny. . ’

In the House of Represontatives, Maj.
James Edward Henry, of Spartanhury,
was called to the Chair; when the Hon.
Williain F. Colcock:was re-clected Speaka
er; T. iW. Glover, Clerk; W. B. loor,
Reading Clerk; and James Mecllhenny,
Dour Keepef, I'here were two unsucgess-
ful ballotings for, Messenger.  The House
then appeinted a Committe to notily s
Excellency,"Gov. Aiken, that it was orgs.
uized nndiready Lo receive any communi-
iiication he might have 1o make, Rercived
a communication from the Sennte, inform-
ing the Huouse that they were ready for
business. ‘The House returned a similar
message, and adjonrned to meet on Wed-
nesday at 12 o'clock, |

From the New Orleana Trapic, Nov, 21.
; TAMPICO I8 OURS 111 .

ARrivaL oF The U. 8. Steamsnre Missis.

SIPPL. STy
The United States steam ship Mississip-
piy Liewt: Commandant Henry A, Adnms,
urrived at the Sunth West Pass, on'Fhurs-
duy night, from ‘Pampico, with Commo-
dore M. C. Perry on Boarid, Commuotiore
Perry and Purser Wartington renched the
citvy in the tow-bont Stur, yesterdny maorn-
g, We have had the pleasuce oi con-
versing with the'oflicers nbove namedd, and
from thent we learn the gratifying intelli-

gence thut on Suturday, the JThh ipsi.,;
Tumpico wus taken without the shedding
of bLlood, and is now in possession of

This ia an able ddeument both in regard ln mnl'.-

(b

teree river-with some part of the' North 'Il‘.‘ar'o'l_fn,n"!_
line; and the'investment fn ept.rjrises of this ';r!-'i;'?i

iiment any_the majesty of the'lew are.frequently ; OF
made of no effvet at the present day by the attendant |

. Tnoors Pon ‘Tasrigo—We Joarn
last evening, that al} she’ .'r.'t!i_'.]!'ﬂm'

and those expecied hiere'in a
dered to Tampico, . Tlere a
ty reoruits of 2u'Infantry, whi will je
19 marrow: for Imf,B_l_‘il,i,:}:e,'%lwr'é he steam’
ship | 0N
they will proceedstn Tampico.
The steambont A lbatroas is experted.io:
morraw, with 120 recruité——nlso’t the, 34

duy, but for spme necident to hef ninghing-

gurrison this_ important point,  He was
closeted. fur some time, lust evening, witl
Gen’l._Braake and. other: officers’ o the
afmy.—N, O. Pelta.. :

g,

A [ CCCHERAW, NOV. 24,0

HaiL Story.—0On: Sunday afiernoon
Inxl, between, 3 and 4 o'clock,, a suverée
hail etorm pussed’over oir towh. - Someof
the " hail stones were very large, ol a;
number “of: windiw. glasses were broken
by them. = The winid was yery, hfgh," and
blew with “much _violence ‘from ‘tlie 'N.
W. prosirating trees, fehces,. &c. in' ite

a hedvy ‘fall of rainy o sunie
lightining.—Gagette. =~ .
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GOVERNQR’S MESSAGE,;
' ‘Executive Depantaest, 7
i s Columbis, Nov. 24, 1846. ¢

Gentlemen of the Senate,” 0 o
" _andof the House of Representativess
The assembling - of the . Legislsture; to
diseharge the high'duties devolved on jtby
the Constitution, is always.an erent- of
greatinterest;and alghis time is'rendered
even more so, by the important circum-
stances which-have taken pluce since its
last sessian.  Your predecessors. laving
fulilled their.term ofiluties, have returned.
to the hosom'.6f their constitnents—the
pevple—who liave, ‘once’ again, without
wirbulence or disorder, exercised their sov-
ereign pawer in your seleélivn as Repre.
sentatives, adding unotherpeaceful trophy
to_the maay: illustrious trivmphs ol our Re-
publican insiumions. Fo your hands is
committed a high and importnt ‘trusi,
and fresh as you are. from ‘the midst af
those whom youare commisstonid (o re-
present.having an intimste sequaintance
with their wants and condition, and idefii-
fied with them in cvery particular, ‘the
State may.well laok with contidendeip the
faithfuland able ischargeof.the ii In
obligalions l'.llldelﬁ.'.wlli(i\&__h':j|i_ll rest, .
The greatfuilire in’the, provision. crop
of the:lnst season, which_ inflicted. ‘severs
giffering on many ofour people, hins'bren:
followed, this year, by » ~-must almndant
and plenteous “yield \of every.grain  and
grass, thot serves ns food for‘man and the
anim:g}]ﬂa commilted to liig care. "“The erof
ol one of our greatistaples, cu_l_gim,-ihfumln
muderatg, isin, at Tenst, i’ fuirspropurtion,
when compared getthe that ol Gir sister.
States, engngel - in similne = cullivation:
The health of our people has heen yand,
‘and they have been studiously ahservunt of
the kews, andjevery” ubligation of good citis
zenship, while, to erown all, a scuse of re-
turhing justice has. marked the mensares
of the Foderal: Gavernment, «'Uhe faithful
fulfilment “of iis promises, in. desirnying
the protective system,~—ils wise adherence
to suund constitutional printiples, in’ al-
inistering power,— the hs ppy adjusiniant
of our disputes with Englantl, on terins so
honorableiand ndvaniageous (o cachifiny-
ing broader and firmer the: foundationd’ of
the prace und proeperity.of boih natjions &=
claiimat our kanide the warmest expressions
of ddmiration:: In l#{;iurenl exaimplé’aiil
canecurrent action o England nniliithe Uni-
tod States, n progress has heen'given to the
principles of Ecees Trade, among “the na-
tions of thetenrthy wlhich, wliile it adds
another, ‘grant- to thegreat ¢haitér of
homan libertyi—ihie righCto'enjoy the fulp
nid unrestricted reward ofils own labori=—
primises the eatly :aﬁiiﬁlpwlai_ gl that hight
or eivilization and” ipprovemer _"_,!,\;h?,(éll
Anipires o our race thegreatést vse/ilngki,
andsgonfers thes highest enjoyment, thus

issingippi Jies, on boardyol whicliy

course. ‘There was also, atitlie same:ime, |
thumileraid: L

L.dounit

lufuntrys SheSwoulil have . been lere to-{may®h

ry. = The companies B ‘the new Rifle We- [ nihay
giment—400 sirong—nre also expectod|
to-niorrow. —All these troojs will be'sent | hle:
immediately 10 Tampico,. "1t isi rumiored |
that the Guvernor of the State will be |t
call, d on“lora volunteer force, to hold aml |

quence,
ntoathe

y impirfe
nigeless sy st
Schiunls

ble iuipressions thich [ exps
.tarql_ to the ‘Milinry Acudemies
hatleston and Colunmibid, ‘an
invoke forthem youricareand p
ag.nurseries,in which nut eunly ‘the hahiis:
and dulies of the suldier are “acquired, bug'
the substanti:l adynntuges of b solid and,
useful-education, " Tuo much praise can.:
nut-peaccorded 1o the Superintendent awd;
Professors, fur the manner in which their,
duties lhave been perfornied, and ihe pers;
feetorder amil decorum whicli huve been:
muintainet i these instiativns dufing &
pastyear.  hou i g e
Jdam rejoiced 1o -bave'itin my Ao
state, thavene of the frvorite sud cheriched
ubjectsufithe Legislajure, = the S_ia_li_l!l Car-'
olina Callege, which kns sent furih, inte.
every portion ofithe Sinte,”s0 mony. we
instrucied éitizen
.jnﬂnil-;puftg;q._h'n
flourighing a ¢
friémﬁﬁ_ .
ofits aceomplishéd  Presiden
sustained by the combined:
w'_rf lenrned Facplty
sucinted, has been'd
gratifving resilis, !
tain the hope, tha W oXERrE ) 1 be.
fiecessary, with n'wise'atidjudiciousexpon-
diture on your purt, toplace it amdng the
first class, in the Tank olilinge’ literary. in
stitutinns - whieh enrich cand “aiorn’ our
< e “munificent liberality of A
Migtingnished clijz F ‘ot State, has res
cently dong miugh® fve this’ ietitution, by
ihe cstablishimentsofa scholarahip for (e~ -
beucfit of n'class of yonng nren who might
otherwise never be able to - obinin the ad-,.
vantages of a colleginte edncal nd
were.any thing, butithee nedi

nableget, necessaryy hils reward W
fur fthscdo be b
f sifgyand the ‘thanka.

fe

Ahe gratif

tted by his generosiigys

the whale Stute. . While upon the . subjec
of the Qg!lg’lgg'. Ewoiild respectinlly sugge:
thatninew: ‘rofessorship—of Geology a
Agriculture—bo crented, o8 a mast desi
ble andiimportantaddifion to thpee alresi
established; thereby affurding:
nn n’t_:bjncli._gl_'is;ie}y,‘qnnngh!gﬂ_n‘h <
dustry and putsvitsof 'a ‘large’ portion
our peaple, Giede 7

o Twould nur atfd
?i@'grulifj.:ftjjr"rhi” -thatl

=

in, whichi wo live, has'ea it e
A i o borders of our own' Siay
instifutions, whishmay jusily clai

ofinatronage aud encouragement kommens;

aurate wiith ahe magnitude o their-o glea 81;

The Gollege in Cliarleston, ‘and the M "'o,ﬂlfias;:'
“dame mairopolis, jare:

¥

banishing: tho sirif¢s and animoitios';of|
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